
406.257.9220 ■ advertise@flatheadbeacon.com  ■ 217 Main Street, Kalispell, MT 59901 ■  www.flatheadbeacon.com

AD SIZE	 SIZE OPTIONS	 1x	 4x	 13x	 26x	 40x	 52x

TOMA	 2.28" x 2.87"	 $138	 $131	 $124	 $110	 $83	 $69

1∕8 page	 2.28" x 5.91" vert. or 4.74" x 2.87" h.	 $248	 $235	 $223	 $198	 $149	 $125

¼ page	 4.74" x 5.91"s. or 2.28" x 12" v. or 9.65" x 2.87" h.	 $440	 $418	 $396	 $352	 $264	 $220

½ page	 4.74" x 12" vert.  or 9.65" x 5.91" hor.	 $770	 $732	 $693	 $616	 $462	 $385

Full page	 9.65" x 12" 	 $1,320	 $1,254	 $1,188	 $1,056	 $792	 $660

* Rates shown are per insertion/week. 

FLATHEADBEACON.COM MARCH 23, 2011 | VOL.5 NO.12 | FREE

By MOLLY PRIDDY of the Beacon
Montana Cannabis Company, 

a medical marijuana dispensary in 
Evergreen, was oddly empty last 
Wednesday. The glass cases that usually 
display owner Matthew Wymer’s products 
stood void, housing only tie-dyed 
shelf liners and a piece of paper listing 
marijuana strains. 

Wymer, who said he has been a 
caregiver for a couple years and opened his 
storefront last month, said he usually sees 
10 to 15 patients a day. 

“Yesterday and today I’ve seen zero,” 
he said. 

The medical marijuana community 
in the Flathead is spooked, he said, after 
federal agents executed 26 search warrants 
on several medical marijuana facilities 
throughout the state on March 14. 

“It’s sketchy right now, there’s a whole 
lot of people running around like chickens 
with their heads cut off,” Wymer said. 

Several warrants were issued for 
the Flathead, including on businesses in 
Kalispell, Olney, Whitefish and Columbia 
Falls. 

Michael Cotter, U.S. attorney 
for the District of Montana, said in a 
prepared statement that the raids were 
the culmination of a specific, 18-month 
investigation into drug trafficking and 
criminal enterprises operating in the Big 
Sky state.

The warrants were served where 
“there is probable cause that the premises 
were involved in illegal and large-scale 
trafficking of marijuana,” Cotter said.

Cotter added that individuals 
with illnesses who are in “clear and 

See Cuts, page 11 See Raids, page 13

Medical Pot 
Shops on Edge 

After Raids

Fresh. Local. Enlightening.
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Sled Heads: Jason Lee, co-owner of J&L 
Snowmobile Rentals, unloads snowmobiles 
from the back of a trailer at the Canyon Creek 
Trailhead. 

Reductions will impact 
hikers, snowmobilers

Some dispensary owners 
express need for more 

state regulations

By DAN TESTA of the Beacon
COLUMBIA FALLS – Montana’s 

share of a grant program funding the 
maintenance and creation of trails all 
over the state has been cut in half, and 
as a result, users from snowmobilers 
to hikers could find themselves 
encountering rougher terrain. 

Robbie Holman oversees the 
maintenance of a sprawling trail 
network stretching from Canyon 
Creek to Olney, as the grooming 
chairman of the Flathead Snowmobile 
Association. Last week Holman 
learned his club would receive about 

half of the approximately $30,000 it 
has relied upon in an annual grant 
from the Recreational Trails Program 
to help pay for trail grooming. Before 
then, he didn’t think the funds were 
coming through at all.  

“This isn’t just snowmobiling,” 
Holman said. “I mean, snowmobiling 
is small.” 

Montana usually receives about 
$1.1 million from the Recreational 
Trails Program, which is then divided 
among more than 40 individual grants 
throughout the state, according to 

Ph
ot

o 
Ill

us
tr

at
io

n 
by

 S
te

ve
 L

ar
so

n/
Fl

at
he

ad
 B

ea
co

n

By MYERS REECE of the Beacon

In 2008, National Geographic published a story 
called “The Emptied Prairie,” detailing a prolonged 
migration out of North Dakota’s plains. Towns were 
left deserted as “American assumptions about the 

land proved to be wrong.” Century-old homesteading 
dreams died in the grasslands.

But an oil boom, which started in Montana over 
a decade ago and has spread into Canada and North 
Dakota, is rapidly populating the plains once again, even 
if the living arrangements are only temporary. Workers 
from across the country are traveling great distances to 
North Dakota, willing to brave frigid winters in mobile 
homes and toil in oil fields, just happy to have a job.

Throughout the recession North Dakota has 
maintained the lowest unemployment rate out of the 50 
states, hovering around 4 percent. So it should come as no 

surprise that residents from Northwest Montana, by far 
the state’s hardest hit area during the economic downturn, 
are flocking to their eastern neighbor in search of work.

Flathead County’s unemployment rate reached a 
record-high 14.1 percent in January, while the jobless rates 
in neighboring Sanders and Lincoln counties eclipsed 20 
percent.

“We’re seeing quite a few people who are unable 
to find work locally and they’re going to jobs in North 
Dakota,” Laura Gardner of the Flathead Job Service said, 
adding that out-of-state employers have been actively 
recruiting and holding job fairs in the region.

Beginning soon, however, a number of those workers 
may be able to stay in Montana. Dave Galt, executive 
director of the Montana Petroleum Association, said 
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Fed Up: Protesters hold signs criticizing the 
raids in front of City Hall in Kalispell.

A boom in North Dakota is 
beginning to circle back to 

where it started
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